[Pathology of the spiral arteries of the uterus and its significance in the pathogenesis of disorders of the uteroplacental circulation].
The literature survey concerning the morphological aspects in the uteroplacental blood flow is presented. The methodological approaches applied in the investigation of spiral arteries are classified. Changes in uterine structures in normal pregnancy are characterized. A great emphasis is laid on gestational alterations in spiral arteries. The types of pathological processes occurring in the spiral arteries are described. The data available in the literature are given on the incidence of various types of pathology and its association with nephropathy, intrauterine fetal hypertrophy, and other abnormalities.